
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS OF THE METRO EAST
SANITARY DISTRICT, ST. CLAIR AND
MADISON COUNTIES, ILLINOIS HELD ON
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2015 AT 1800
EDISON AVENUE, GRANITE CITY, ILLINOIS AT
9:00 A.M.

Vice-president Hanfelder called the meeting to order and the Clerk recorded the

attendance.

The following was the attendance:

Present: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Absent: None.

Also, attending the meeting were Executive Director Shipley, Attorney George

Filcoff, Attorney Larry Calvo, Director of Operations Walter Greathouse and Treasurer

Ken Davis. Madison County Board Chairman Alan Dunstan and Harry Deatherage were

also in attendance.

Vice-president Hanfelder welcomed Commissioner Pennekamp to the Board.

HARRY DEATHERAGE – FARM LEASE REQUEST:

Mr. Deatherage addressed the Board:

I live in Mitchell, Illinois and have been farming for forty to fifty years.  My
property is contiguous to an abandoned Metro East Sanitary District levee. I
would like permission to cultivate that property.

I believe it would help to keep the dirt bikes and ATV’s off the levee and my
property.  Also, MESD would not have to mow the property.

Attorney Filcoff, “Do you currently lease property from the District?”

Mr. Deatherage responded, “No, I do not lease property from the District.  The

property I want to farm is north of Old Alton Road and south of Hartford Canal.  It is a

long narrow strip about fifty feet (50’) wide.”

Attorney Filcoff, “How many acres of property are we discussing?”
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Mr. Greathouse, “It is 8.16 acres, but if Mr. Deatherage wants to farm all the way

to the canal it might be a little more.”

Commissioner Laub, “Mr. Deatherage, have you previously requested to lease

ground from the District?”

Vice-president Hanfelder, “Yes, he contacted me about leasing the property and I

mentioned it at a meeting.  At that time, we thought the property might be needed to

dispose of dirt from dredging Hartford Canal.”

Attorney Filcoff, “A rate will need to be established.”

Vice-president Hanfelder asked, “How much of the property is tillable?”

Mr. Deatherage, “It depends on how much it rains.  The barrow pit floods, so if

there are heavy rains, none of it may be tillable.  A normal year maybe six to eight acres

or a very dry year eleven to twelve acres will be tillable.”

Attorney Filcoff, “Does the District need the property?”

Mr. Greathouse, “I would like to research the matter, because if we do need to

dredge Hartford Canal, the property Mr. Deatherage is referring to is right next to the

Canal.”

Attorney Filcoff, “Mr. Deatherage, we will investigate the matter and get back to

you in the near future.”

Mr. Deatherage left the meeting at 9:04 A.M.

Attorney Filcoff asked, “Would the Board consider moving ahead on the agenda

to Executive Session at this time?  I would like to discuss a personnel matter.”
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EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner McCall to enter into

Executive Session for the exceptions noted under 5 ILCS 120/2 Open Meetings – The

appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of

specific employees of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including

hearing testimony on a complaint lodged against an employee of the public body or

against legal counsel for the public body to determine its validity.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

The Board entered into Executive Session at 9:04 A.M.

Vice-president Hanfelder called the meeting back to order at 9:12 A.M. and the

Clerk recorded the attendance:

Present: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Absent: None.

Also, attending the meeting at this time were Attorney George Filcoff, Attorney

Larry Calvo and Director of Operations Walter Greathouse.

REPORT OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:

Executive Director Shipley presented his report:
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Executive Director Shipley stated, “We will probably be in the pump stations

until January 14, 2016.  Six inches of rain is predicted for this weekend.”

Vice-president Hanfelder, “Where you have ‘close lake’ on your report, are you

referring to Horseshoe Lake?”

Mr. Greathouse, “We have two culverts at Horseshoe Lake.  We only have one

culvert open to keep the lake at 404, which is where the Illinois Department of

Conservation wants the Lake.”

Attorney Filcoff asked, “Is that four feet and four inches?”

Mr. Greathouse, “No, it is 404 above the Gulf of Mexico.”

REPORT OF LANSDOWNE OFFICE MANAGER:

There is no report at this time, Ms. Worthen is on vacation.

MINUTES:

The minutes for the December 9, 2015 meeting were presented for approval.

Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner McCall to dispense with

the reading of the minutes, approve them as submitted and place them on file.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall and Darwin.
Nays: None.
Abstain: Commissioner Pennekamp.
Absent: None.

GENERAL FUND CLAIMS & SPECIFIC CLAIMS:

The General Fund Claims and Specific Claims were submitted for approval:



December 23, 2015
Page 5

Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded Commissioner Darwin to approve the

General Fund Claims and Specific Claims as submitted and order them paid.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

LANSDOWNE CLAIMS & SPECIFIC CLAIMS:

The Lansdowne Claims and Specific Claims were submitted for approval:
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Commissioner Laub asked, “If the Lansdowne Department is short on funds, why

is the District charging Lansdowne One thousand dollars ($1,000) rent each month?”

The Clerk responded, “The District owns the building, and Lansdowne has paid

strict rent since I have been here.”

Executive Director Shipley, “Lansdowne is short on money because the City of

Granite City has charged Lansdowne an extra Three hundred fifty thousand dollars

($350,000) in sewage treatment fees.  We did not anticipate these fees.”

Mr. Greathouse, “We had a leak in our system for several months.  A manhole

cover was off inside a pipe, causing creek water to run into the Granite City Regional

Wastewater Treatment Plant.  Not only was the water running to the treatment plant, but

it was being pumped from the Lansdowne Plant to the Bremen Plant where it was

pumped again.  So, we are also paying to pump the water.

Granite City bases their bill on volume, total suspended solids and BOD’s.  We

were sending Granite City creek water and did not know it.  We didn’t know, because

there was eight feet (8’) of water on top of the pipe for several months.  The manhole

cover was off and we did not know it.”

Vice-president Hanfelder asked, “Am I correct, that the manhole cover has been

replaced?  And there are several manholes in that tunnel?”

Mr. Greathouse, “Yes, once the water went down, we were able to place a cover

on the manhole. Superintendent Fancher has it on his calendar to walk the tunnel once a

month to make certain all of the manhole covers are in place.”

Commissioner Pennekamp asked, “In the future will Granite City notify the

District as soon as they see a huge increase in the volume of water entering the treatment

plant?”

Mr. Greathouse, “Yes, they have a new Superintendent and he will let us know in

the future as soon as they see a spike in the volume of water.  At the Granite City
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Regional Treatment Plant meeting, I showed them pictures of the manhole cover and

pleaded our case.  However, they still chose to raise the rate according to the flow.”

Vice-president Hanfelder, “Mr. Greathouse told me about a location at the

National Stockyards where stormwater still runs into the District sewer line.”

Mr. Greathouse, “The problem is we service cities with very old lines.  You can

go along Route 40 in Fairmont City, and see manholes with covers at the bottom of the

ditch. When it rains the water is going to go into the manhole and then into the

Lansdowne sewer system.”

Attorney Filcoff, “The manholes need to be raised.”

Mr. Greathouse, “Yes, but how do you go to the cities and ask them to raise the

manholes.  They do not want to spend the money, it is not their problem.”

Commissioner Pennekamp asked, “Are there grants available for projects of this

nature?”

Mr. Greathouse responded, “We have applied for several grants and have not been

successful.”

Commissioner McCall, “Municipalities are eligible for grants every year, but they

use them for street repairs and things the residents can see.”

Vice-president Hanfelder, “Commissioner Laub, I think this discussion started

because of a question you asked about rent.”

Commissioner Laub, “Yes, why is Lansdowne paying the District rent if

Lansdowne is short on money?”

Vice-president Hanfelder, “I think it is the way it has always been done and we

should think about it.”

Attorney Filcoff, “The District and Lansdowne are two separate entities; therefore

the District leases space to Lansdowne.”
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Mr. Greathouse, “The problem with the sewer business is that you can spend One

hundred thousand dollars ($100,000) to repair the sewer line and no one sees it.  It is all

underground and no one knows what the money has been spent on.”

Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded Commissioner Darwin to approve the

Lansdowne Treatment Plant Claims and Specific Claims as submitted and order them

paid.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

LANSDOWNE REPORT:

The Lansdowne Adjustment Reports were presented for approval:
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Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner McCall to approve the

Lansdowne Adjustment Reports as submitted.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

PAYROLL:

The Payroll for the period of November 22, 2015 through December 5, 2015 was

submitted for approval:
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Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded Commissioner Laub to approve the

Payroll as submitted.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

REPORT OF ATTORNEYS:

Attorney Filcoff stated, “I am working to renew three ordinances.”

CORRESPONDENCE: None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

Executive Director Shipley, “The Madison County trailer is inoperable and should

be removed from the fleet.”
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Mr. Greathouse explained, “We have had the trailer since 1983 or 1985 and it is

in terrible shape.  It has not been used in years.  It was previously used to haul the 350

dozer behind the dump truck.  We have a new trailer, which is much safer and the wood

is not rotten.”

Executive Director Shipley, “The United Steelworkers Learning Center has asked

if the District would give them the trailer to use as a teaching tool. I recommend giving

the trailer to the Steelworkers Learning Center.”

Commissioner Pennekamp asked, “Does the District have a policy on the disposal

of equipment?”

Attorney Filcoff, “If the equipment has any value, the District advertises for

bids.”

Motion Commissioner Laub; seconded Commissioner McCall to transfer title of

the Madison County trailer to the United Steelworkers Learning Center, since it is

inoperable and has no value to the District.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

Attorney Filcoff presented a Resolution authorizing the Metro East Sanitary

District and the State of Illinois, acting by and through its Department of Transportation,

to enter into a Letter of Understanding relative to the bridge structure repairs carrying

FAP Route 103 (IL Route 15), over the right of way of Harding Ditch.  Number 2015-R-

006 was assigned to this document.
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Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded Commissioner Laub to adopt Resolution

Number 2015-R-006 authorizing the Metro East Sanitary District and the State of Illinois,

acting by and through its Department of Transportation, to enter into a Letter of

Understanding relative to the bridge structure repairs carrying FAP Route 103 (IL Route

15), over the right of way of Harding Ditch.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

There being no further business, Motion Commissioner McCall; seconded

Commissioner Laub to adjourn.

Upon roll call, the motion carried by the following vote:

Ayes: Commissioners Hanfelder, Laub, McCall, Darwin and Pennekamp.
Nays: None.
Absent: None.

So adjourned at 9:32 A.M.

_________________________
Clerk


